
It has been our experience that most problems experienced with the VW Beetle are a refl ection of improper or inadequate 
maintenance. The VW will keep going for a long time without good maintenance, but it might be a “forever” car if the 
maintenance is kept up to snuff. Apart from the engine maintenance and normal tune-ups, etc., the car is about as bug-free 
as it’s possible to be.

VW MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
Following are the minimum maintenance intervals 

recommended for Volkswagens that are driven daily. If you 
wish to keep your vehicle in peak condition at all times, you 
may wish to perform some of these procedures even more 
often. If you drive in dusty areas, idle or drive at low speeds for 
extended periods or drive for short distances (less than four 
miles) in below freezing temperatures, shorter maintenance 
intervals are also recommended.

Every 250 Miles or Weekly -
• Check engine oil level
• Check windshield washer fl uid level
• Check brake fl uid level
• Check tires and tire pressures



Every 3000 Miles or Three Months -
• Check engine oil level
• Check windshield washer fl uid level
• Check brake fl uid level
• Check tires and tire pressures
• Change engine oil
• Lubricate the chassis
• Check and adjust engine drive belt

Every 6000 Miles or Six Months -
• Check engine oil level
• Check windshield washer fl uid level
• Check brake fl uid level
• Check tires and tire pressures
• Change engine oil
• Lubricate the chassis
• Check and adjust engine drive belt
• Inspect/replace wiper blades
• Check clutch freeplay
• Inspect underhood hoses
• Rotate the tires
• Adjust valves
• Inspect brakes
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Every 12,000 Miles or Twelve Months -
• Check engine oil level
• Check windshield washer fl uid level
• Check brake fl uid level
• Check tires and tire pressures
• Change engine oil
• Lubricate the chassis
• Check and adjust engine drive belt
• Inspect/replace wiper blades
• Check clutch freeplay
• Inspect underhood hoses
• Rotate the tires
• Adjust valves
• Inspect brakes
• Service air fi lter
• Service fuel fi lter
• Inspect fuel system
• Check compression
• Replace spark plugs
• Replace ignition points & condenser
• Inspect spark plug wires, distributor cap and rotor
• Check/adjust engine idle speed
• Check/adjust ignition timing
• Check transaxle lubricant level
• Inspect suspension and steering
• Inspect exhaust system

Every 30,000 Miles -
• Check and repack wheel bearings
• Change transaxle lubricant


